Abstract. Based on 143 relevés, mountain vegetation on south-facing slopes in continental West Greenland is analysed according to the Braun-Blanquet approach. Plant communities, their characteristic habitat conditions as well as their microtopographical and altitudinal distribution pattern are presented. This study completes a comprehensive regional survey of arctic vegetation and their altitudinal zonation in this part of Greenland (AZV Project).
Introduction
In contrast to the lowland vegetation of the Arctic and their zonation along the latitudinal gradient, the vegetation of arctic mountain complexes is even less explored. The present regional study aims to contribute to a more detailed knowledge of vegetation and its altitudinal zonation in the Arctic ( In continental West Greenland, the arctic steppe complex encompasses steppes, associated scree and Arctostaphylos-dominated vegetation types as well as xeric willow copses (see below). Arctic steppe is defi ned here as a relatively thermoxerophytic vegetation type, dominated by cold-and drought-resistant herbaceous perennials (mainly graminoids and forbs) on circumneutral to basic soils with virtually no superfi cial accumulation of organic matter. These vegetation types are typical for south-facing slopes with distinct continental climate in northern boreal to low arctic regions (cf. Walker et al. 1991 , Yurtsev 2001 
